THE REVOLUTION OF 1908^9
Syria was not friendly to the new order. The
Revolution had been matured in Europe. Asia
had no part in it. Discontent simmered in the
provinces, from Albania to Arabia. The Liberal
Union, or Alirar^ found a powerful ally in the
League of Mohammed, or Jemiyet-i-MahomedieJi>
otherwise those of the Ulenia, whose former
prestige was menaced by a more enlightened
regime. They represented the Government as
unduly influenced by the Giaours and authorised
the ignorant soldiers and fanatical mob to rally
round the Khalifah, who stood for the old order
'of things. It was subsequently admitted at his
trial that Daghestanli Mourad, editor of the
suppressed Nizam, had disguised himself as a
softa, or religious student, and had inflamed
the troops against the Committee of Union and
Progress. A score of cold-blooded murders,
some of them apparently committed on the
wrong victims, were the immediate result of
this sedition. Its indirect outcome was the
deposition of Abd-ul-Hamid and the firmer
establishment of the Committee in a posi-
tion virtually unassailable. These were the
circumstances known as the coup tfetat,
or counter-revolution, of April 1909. The
inner history of the affair is still somewhat
of a {mystery, but it looks as if it was a
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